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1 Introduction
1.1 Overview
1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared by Chrysaor Production

(UK) Ltd (the ‘Applicant’) in conjunction with National Highways in respect of the Viking CCS
Pipeline project (the ‘Proposed Development’).

1.1.2 The SoCG sets out the matters of agreement between the Applicant and National Highways
and also explains those matters which, at the time of writing, remain unresolved between
the parties. The agreements to date have been reached through consultation and continuing
discussions between the parties through online meetings.

1.2 The Role of National Highways
1.2.1 National Highways, formerly the Highways Agency and later Highways England, is a

government-owned company charged with operating, maintaining and improving
motorways and major A roads in England.

1.2.2 National Highways also sets highways standards used by all four UK administrations,
through the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges. Within England, it operates information
services through the provision of on-road signage and its Traffic England website, provides
traffic officers to deal with incidents on its network, and manages the delivery of
improvement schemes to the network.

1.2.3 National Highways is considered a statutory consultee for the proposed Viking CCS pipeline
under Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008.

1.3 Purpose of this Statement of Common Ground
1.3.1 The purpose of this document is to summarise the agreements reached between the parties

on matters relevant to the examination of the application and to assist the Examining
Authority (‘ExA’).  It also sets out the matters that remain unresolved at the time of writing,
but which both parties are working positively toward resolving.  As such, it is expected that
further iterations of the SoCG will be submitted to the ExA throughout the Examination and
prior to the making of any Development Consent Order (‘DCO’) for the Proposed
Development.

1.3.2 The SoCG has been prepared with regard to the guidance in ‘Planning Act 2008:
examination of applications for development consent’ (Department for Communities and
Local Government, March 2015).

1.3.3 The following Strategic Road Network assets will be crossed by the proposed development,
namely:
 A16

 A18

 A46

 A180
1.3.4 National Highways have submitted a relevant representation with the following themes:

 Protective provisions

 Traffic estimates
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 Engineering Crossing design

 Lands
1.3.5 The remainder of this SoCG is structured as follows:

 Section 2 – Summary of consultation and discussions; and
 Section 3 -  Position of the parties

1.4 Status of this Statement of Common Ground
1.4.1 This SoCG is final.
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